7*"THE HOUSE OF THE DEAD"

ST. PETERSBURG WAS A NEW WORLD. THE RUSSIA OF ALEXAN-
der II had little in common with the Russia of Nicholas I.
The new emperor had declared to a deputation of the Mos-
cow nobility, "It is better to suppress serfdom from above
than to wait for its spontaneous disintegration from below."
In 1860, the emancipation of the serfs was only a question of
months. A so-called Central Committee under the chairman-
ship of the czar in person envisaged a method of emancipa-
tion that did not involve the payment of indemnities to the
landowners and enabled the peasants to acquire the lands
they had cultivated.
Other great liberal reforms were being studied. The press
was relatively free, and censorship was relaxed. The abolition
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